THE  EMPIRE  AS  BURDEN  AND  SUPPORT
of coal, and, if necessary, ample facilities for hydraulic
power. Another fact of importance for the Empire's
war-chest is that about half the world's gold supplies
are mined in South Africa.
The highly developed chemicals industry of South
Africa would also be of direct importance in the event
of war. Even in 1933 therewere 157 chemicals factories
in the Union, and five of them, with a total staff of 3,386,
produced chiefly explosives for the mining industry.
The great chemical works in Modderfontein, which, like
other works, is a subsidiary company of the big British
chemicals concern, I.C.I., is well on the way to becoming
the biggest single works for explosives in the world.
Apart from the development of these basic industries,
armament factories proper are being built, and by
arrangement between the governments of Great Britain
and the South African Union they will produce all
arms up to field guns. The models and plans are to
be delivered by the British military authorities. Up
to the present the South African Air Force is backed
only by a factory for the assembly of imported parts,
but plans for the building of aircraft works have already
been made, though, until further notice, aero-engines
are still to be imported.
And finally it is worthy of note that the South
African government is about to build plant for the
extraction of oil from coal. This is very important
because in this way the Gape can be made into an
independent fuelling station for British shipping, and
it will be still more important in time of war if, as is
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